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  We live in a redeemed world, and infinite grace and help from above attend every rightly directed effort in the training of
the children; but I do not see much ground for hoping that divine grace will step in as a substitute for any and every
power we choose to leave unused or misdirected. In the physical world, we do not expect miracles to make up for our
neglect of the use of means; the rickety body, the misshapen .limb, for which the child has to thank his parents, remain
with him through life, however much else he may have to thank God for; and a feeble will, bad habits, an uninstructed
conscience, stick by many a Christian man through his life, because his parents failed in their duty to him, and he has not
had force enough in himself to supply their omission....Once again, though a disciplined will is not a necessary condition
of the Christian life, it is necessary to the development of the heroic Christian character. A Gordon, a Havelock, a
Florence Nightingale, a St. Paul, could not be other than a person of vigorous will. In this respect, as in all others,
Christianity reaches the feeblest souls...All this the divine grace may accomplish in weak unwilling souls, and then they
will do what they can; but their power of service is limited by their past. Not so the child of the Christian mother, whose
highest desire is to train him for the Christian life. When he wakes to the consciousness of whose he is and whom he
serves, she would have him ready for that high service, with every faculty in training&ndash;&ndash;a man of war from
his youth; above all, with an effective will, to will and to do of His good pleasure. ~ Charlotte Mason in Home Education

Old Paths

http://www.old-paths.com Powered by Joomla! Generated: 8 September, 2010, 05:42


